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Summary 

World  pepper  production  for  calendar  year  1961  is  estimated  at  157*7 
million  pounds,  8 percent  below  the  i960  harvest  of  170.3  million.  Pro- 
duction in  Asia,  where  the  bulk  of  the  world’s  pepper  is  grown,  is  down, 
while  output  in  Africa  and  Intin  America  has  increased. 

A further  drop  in  world  production  is  expected  for  1962,  partially  as  a 
result  of  unfavorable  weather  in  the  major  producing  countries  of  India 
and  Indonesia. 

World  exports  of  pepper  during  i960  totaled  93*4  million  pounds,  compared 
with  154.8  million  in  1959*  The  biggest  decrease  was  in  consignments  from 
Indonesia  and  Sarawak. 

U.  S.  pepper  imports  during  i960  totaled  40.1  million  pounds,  up  7 percent 
from  the  previous  year.  Imports  for  the  first  10  months  of  1961  amounted 
to  30*6  million  pounds,  compared  with  34.8  million  for  the  same  period  in 

i960. 

Production 

ASIA:  The  1961  crop  in  India  is  estimated  at  58*2  million  pounds,  8 per- 
cent below  the  previous  year's  harvest.  A further  production  drop  is 
indicated  for  1962  due  to  storm  and  flood  damage  in  Kerala  State,  where 
95  percent  of  Indian  pepper  is  produced.  About  one-third  of  India’s 
crop  is  used  locally,  with  present  consumption  estimated  at  21.3  million 
pounds. 


This  circular  contains  more  detailed  information  than  the  pepper  summary 
published  in  the  monthly  supplement  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 
of  December  28,  1961. 


PEPPER,  BLACK  AND  WHITE}  Estimated  world  production  for  calendar  year  1961  with  comparisons 
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Indonesian  production  for  1961  is  placed  at  50*7  million  pounds,  compared 
with  57*3  million  in  i960.  A further  decrease  is  forecast  for  the  1962 
crop  due  to  an  extended  dry  period  in  the  important  producing  area  of 
South  Sumatra.  Pepper  acreage  has  decreased  in  the  Lampung  area  due  to 
the  removal  of  old  vines  and  insufficient  new  plantings.  Plans  are  to 
increase  acreage;  it  takes  several  years,  however,  before  the  plants 
produce.  On  the  island  of  Bangka,  where  mostly  white  pepper  is  produced, 
both  pepper  acreage  and  the  quality  are  declining.  This  is  attributed 
to  inadequate  fertilization  and  to  root- rot  disease,  low  prices,  and 
difficulties  in  disposing  of  the  crop  locally  and  abroad. 

Production  in  Sarawak  reached  its  peak  during  1956  when  output  totaled 
44.4  million  pounds.  Production  has  since  declined  to  13 • 5 million  and 
a further  drop  is  expected  in  1962.  The  decline  in  Sarawak's  pepper 
industry  can  be  attributed  to  replanting  on  poor  soils,  inadequate  ferti- 
lization, root-rot,  and  low  prices  which  reduced  planting  during  the 
1954-57  period.  In  some  areas  the  soil  is  marginal  and  can  be  utilized 
for  pepper  growing  only  as  long  as  favorable  prices  continue. 

The  crop  in  Ceylon  is  estimated  at  18.0  million  pounds,  slightly  below 
the  i960  outturn  of  19.0  million.  Most  of  the  harvest  is  vised  locally. 

AFRICA:  African  production  for  1961  is  estimated  at  3.3  million  pounds, 

almost  doubling  the  1950-54  average.  Production  has  been  rising  due  to 
larger  harvests  in  the  Malagasy  Republic,  where  the  1961  crop  is  estimated 
at  3.1  million  pounds.  Output  in  i960  amounted  to  2.2  million  pounds, 
compared  with  the  previous  year's  production  of  650,000  pounds  which  was 
greatly  reduced  by  storm  damage.  Small  quantities  of  pepper  are  produced 
in  the  Republic  of  the  Congo,  but  most  of  the  harvest  is  for  domestic 
consumption. 

IATUT  AMERICA : Pepper  production  continues  to  rise  in  Brazil,  with  the 

1961  crop  of  8.7  million  pounds  being  more  than  6 times  the  1950-54  aver- 
age. An  even  further  increase  in  output  is  expected  for  1962.  The  State 
of  Para  accounts  for  nearly  93  percent  of  Brazilian  production. 

World  Trade 


Pepper  exports  from  India  during  i960  totaled  41.3  million  pounds,  an 
increase  of  21  percent  over  1959*  The  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union 
were  the  largest  customers,  taking  16.0  and  7*6  million  pounds,  respec- 
tively. Indian  exports  during  the  first  half  of  1961  amounted  to  24.3 
million  pounds. 

Indonesian  exports  for  i960  were  32.1  million  pounds,  compared  with  91*3 
million  in  1959  which  included  stocks  from  previous  years.  Unregistered 
shipments  to  Singapore  during  i960  amounted  to  3*5  million  pounds  of 
black  pepper  and  1.3  million  of  white  p>epper.  The  Soviet  Union  increased 
its  purchases  from  220,000  pounds  in  1959  to  2.2  million  during  i960. 


BLACK  AND  WHITE;  World  net  exports,  averages  1935-39#  1950“ 5^;  annual  195&  to 
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Sarawak* s exports  during  i960  totaled  9*2  million  pounds,  compared  with 
TB.7  million  for  the  previous  year.  Shipments  for  the  first  half  of  1961 
were  slightly  more  than  the  total  i960  figure,  indicating  release  of  stocks. 
Export  duty  rates  are  on  a sliding  scale  so  that  duties  levied  when  prices 
are  low  would  be  smaller  in  percent  of  total  price  and  would  be  increased 
percentage-wise  when  prices  rise. 

Cambodian  exports  were  2.6  million  pounds  during  i960  and  3»1  million  in 
1959*  Shipments  from  Ceylon  amounted  to  1.5  million  pounds,  mostly  to  the 
United  States.  During  the  first  8 months  of  1961  exports  totaled  only 
27,664  pounds. 

The  Singapore  market  handles  nearly  one-third  of  the  world* s trade  in 
pepper,  with  most  of  the  production  from  Indonesia  and  Sarawak  being 
channeled  through  this  port.  Exports  of  48.0  million  pounds  in  i960  were 
down  36  percent  from  the  previous  year.  Black  pepper  exports  were  29.3 
million  pounds,  compared  with  43.1  million  in  1959 > and  white  pepper 
dropped  to  18.7  million  from  22.1  million.  During  the  first  half  of  1961, 
imports  of  both  black  and  white  pepper  amounted  to  26.9  million  pounds, 
and  exports  totaled  28.7  million. 

The  Malagasy  Republic 8 s exports  of  pepper  amounted  to  2.3  million  pounds, 
shoving  an  increase  of  35  percent  over  the  1959  total  of  1.7  million. 

Brazilian  shipments  in  i960  amounted  to  4.2  million  pounds,  down  31 
percent  from  the  1959  total  of  5*5  million.  The  United  States  and  West 
Germany  were  the  primary  receivers,  talcing  29  and  24  percent,  respectively. 
Exports  for  the  first  half  of  1961  totaled  2.1  million  pounds,  compared 
with  2.0  million  for  the  same  period  in  i960.  Argentine  purchases  have 
accounted  for  nearly  half  of  the  shipments  during  this  1961  period,  with 
most  of  the  remainder  going  to  the  United  Kingdom,  West  Germany,  and  the 
United  States. 

PRICES:  Pepper  prices,  which  reached  a peak  in  1951  when  the  yearly  aver- 

age was  $1.69  per  pound,  declined  to  an  annual  average  of  26  cents  per 
pound  in  1958*  Prices  started  to  recover  in  late  1959  and  almost  doubled 
during  i960,  when  the  annual  average  reached  58*2  cents  per  pound.  During 
the  first  9 months  of  1961,  prices  averaged  around  47.2  cents. 


Growth  Through  Agricultural  Progress 


INDONESIA:  Exports  of  Black  and  White  Pepper  "by  country  of  destination 

1956  - i960 
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Black  and  White  Pepper  Exports,  By  country  of  destination,  annual  1956-196© 
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Pepper  exports  lay  country  of  destination,  1956 
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Source:  Annual  Statistics  of  the  Federation  of  Malaya  and  Singapore 
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PEPPER,  BLACK:  Average  wholesale  price  per  pound,  bagged,  car lots,  f.o.b.  New  York,  by  months 

January  1940  - August  1961 


- 11  - 


a> 

so 

C0 

p 

£ 

< 


HHMDCOIAO\OH  CM!r-l4rO!>-<aD<McOmriOco&l 

. . » •'  * ♦ . » • • • • • . • 

4 vo  vo  vo  t—  o 00  4 CMvocMGtOot^oo-4  h £-vp  000 

' H ro3-  vo  O VO  vo  ^ CM  P~-4  co  CM  oj  co  m 

H H H H rl 


a; 

Q 


4 lt\  p-co  O O t— 4 0\4  m m o O mco  mco  00  m © 

4 VO  VC  VO  O O 4 VO  On  coco  CO  t—  O no  C— CO  m4  O CO 
H HV04  p— 0Ommmrl4  0OCMCMCMm.4- 

rf  rl  rl  1 — I rH 


> 

o 


CM  CM  t—CO  OOOCOVOJWOuAOLTiOOiCOOO 

-4  VO  VO  VO  O O CM  -4  CM  r-l  r— 1 LTV  CM  m O Ov  O IAVVO  Q LTV 
rM  r-iCO  UOCC>  OOLTWOVO  0\  m OO  OO  CM  CM  4 Lf\ 
H rl  rl  rH 


-P 

O 

O 


CMCMVDC04OOC0  00-4  CO  (O  lA  O O 1C  O O LC  O © 

-4  VO  VO  VO  00  O CO  CM  -4  co  OvcQ  ro  uv  H CM  OMA  uv  pj  vfl 
rl  P~  m Ov  covo  VOt-a|VO-4CMOJCMCOJ- 

rl  i — I i — 1 i — rl 


•P 

Pi 

a» 

co 


H4VDCOOOOICCOC0  1A4  0000AOOAOOOO 

4VOVOVOVO  O O*  a>  coco  4V0  o’vo  C0.4  p—  P--  CM  lAvo 
^ HI—  COCO  CM  H t~  Ox  CV  t— 4 or)  CM  CM  C0  u~v4 

HCMHHH 


2 

< 


O lt\  mco  co  ovo  H cocmvo  H O O O O O m m ro  © m 

4 VO  VO  VO  VO  O r!  LT\  OO^t  m f—  p—  LTV  CM  mVO  p-00  0\  cO  UO 

rl  U"\  CO  COVO  t—  P~  CM  O -4  or)  CM  CM  CM  ify4 

r—l  CM  rl  rl  rl  rl 


VO 

covo  VOVOVO  O Ov  OO  p—  OV  H CO  m O OO  O O P—  OV  LTV  VO^P 
H or)  CO  V\  0 tp-VO  CO  COVO  m 00  CM  CM  CM  vg4 

( — ! rl  i — I 1 — I rl 


0)®H4COCOOCMPSCOC041AAOOOOAOOCO  O 
>?  4^  - 

rj  P 

2 a> 

h>  o 


4) 

•"D 


CO  CM  VACO  CO  O OVD  0)AO\AO  O OoO  O IP  cOcO  O °0 

COVO  VO  VO  VO  © m CM  4 CM  VO  m CM  OO  H CM  H © VO  UAcd  th 

H H 00  10.  o r1  VO  m -4  m LTV  OO  OO  CM  CM  VO  -4 

1 — 3 rl  1 — I r-l  rl 


>> 

ai 

s 


O CM  mcO  COOO-4  CM  rl  Ov  CM  A c IA  LTV  CO  AQCO  LTV© 

-4  to- VO  VOVO  O AH  to-  OV  Q COrlVO  OV  OvCO  CO  VO  m„4  P- 
rl  H CO-4  CO  -4  VO  CO-4  VO  -4  CM  CM  CM  CM  m-4 


p 

$ 


CM  Lfv  mcO  COOOCC  atfftOOtOO  O UMAO®  IACO 

-4VOVOVOVO  OIAH4  OV  O IA  o 40-  IA  o’\  tO^-VO  VO  CMOO 
rl  rl  -4  -4  CO  -4  VO  rj  4*  0-4  CM  CM  CM  CM  V04 

rl  rl  n i — I 


&} 

s 


00  on  w p—  ao  O m p—  p-  ooco  4 mo  O O O O m.  o OO 

-4VOVDVOVO  O CM  rnov0-4  co  e—  o O\mCMVO-4V0cO© 
1— I r-1  m 4 cO  4 VO  4 mcp4  fO  Pi  PI  CM  m A 

rl  rl  rl  rl 


p 

4) 

Pi 


CMto-mo-co  o O OJ  co  cm  -4  00  O O O O O o moO  om 

4 4 VO  VO  VO  004  CM  P—4  Ov4  CM  CM  VO  co  Ov  CO  m CMO 

H H m-4  VO  4 CC>  4 CM  0)4  00  CM  CM  CM  VO-4 

rl  1 — I r!  rl 


co-4  vo  C— 00  O O Co  CM  CM  aO  4 omcomommo© 
o 

rl 


4 -4  VO  VO  vo  O O 004  CQ  C\-4  4 CO  Ol  rl  mvo  44  fCrn 
m4VOCVie— C0HO4C0CMCMCMC-4 


rl  r I rl  rl  rl 


P 

00 

4) 

fH 


Q H CM  004  mvp  f“OQ  CA  O H CM  004  mvo  P-cO  0\0p 
-444444-44-44  mmmwmmmmm  mvo  vo 
OV  Ov  Ov  Ov  0\  Ov  Ov  Ov  O)  00  Ox  Ov  Ov  0\  00  0\  Cv  CT\  Ov  Ov  0\  o\ 

1 — I 1 — I 1 — I 1 — I 1 — I 1 — I 1 — I 1 — I rl  rl  1 — I 1 — I 1 — I 1 — I i — I i — I 1 — I 1 — I 1 — I 1 — I rl  rl 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research. 
Compiled  from  wholesale  price  bulletins  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


POSTAGE  AND  FEES  PAID 


Official  Business 


To  change  your  address  or 
stop  mailing,  tear  off 
this  label  and  send  to: 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
USDA,  Room  5918 
Washington  25,  D.C. 


